Bandai And You
For all those “what am I doing here?” moments.
Here is a useful map of the area - https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msid=213055773765476574075.0004c85ce0a1f20e33560&msa=0&ll=37.629867,140.080318&spn=0.069471,0.1684
Feel free to copy this into your smartphones, but remember, you may not always be able to get reception!

The Camp
The camp is located across the lake from the “Gold House Meguro.” It is accessible by foot, but the campsite owner, Satoshi-san, transports campers to and from the site, cutting travel time by at least 30 minutes. Thus, during our stay, should you want to cross the lake to say, hike Bandai or procure provisions, ask Satoshi-san and he’ll boat you over. All equipment at the camp is included in our package. Just ask Satoshi-san and he will set you up. Here is a list of things to look forward to - 
-Kayak/Row-boat/Canoe around the lake. Just grab a life-vest, grab a canoe and get moving!  *Watch out for the Ferries, they will expect you to move and will cheerily mow you down, often whilst waving at you and smiling.*
-Fishing. Catch you some good eatin’. Rods and bait provided. First person to make a joke about radiation and Blinky the three eyed Simpson’s fish wins a groan.
-There is a hut with two separate sex giant baths in, sort of sentou style.The baths don’t actually close but hot water is added to them at certain times. Put the wood planks back when you are done. Excellent after a day of hiking. Bring a mosquito repellent with you.
-Use the tire swing and zipline (bat-line or whatever non-Americans call them).
-Dick around on the dock and take one of those silly mid-air-jump photos. Remember you left your phone in your pocket just before you enter the water. Feel silly explaining to your supervisor on Tuesday. 

-Plough into the impressive evening meals provided. We are on the “tarzan set”. Feel free to speculate whether that means we will be eating gorilla. For those of you with a sense of barbeque etiquette (Australians, I’m looking at you), feel free to help with the meal prep/lighting up the stoves.
-Ping-pong table. Face it, you’ll never be as good as your JHS students.
Outside the Camp

As well as the massive amount of stuff to do on site, there are a number of trips worth investigating. All of them are marked on the map (link above) and all of them can be walked or cycled to. In some cases they can be kayaked to.
Mount Bandai: 1,816 meters tall, Bandai is an active stratovolcano. There are a number of hiking trails, but the most easily accessible one is via the “Ura Bandai Ski-jou”. The steps to the trailhead are 1) boat across the lake 2) Head south on Route 459 (right, if facing away from the campsite / Gold House Meguro) 3) Walk about a kilometer (passing tennis courts on your left) until you get to a dirt/gravel road (just after the tennis courts) 4) Turn left onto this road 5) Hike Mount Bandai. 
Bandai has a small disclaimer – it is an awesome hike, and well within the ability of most people. It is a challenging climb, but totally rewarding when you get to the top. However, it is still a big b*stard mountain. So please don’t climb it alone, don’t rely on having phone reception, and don’t do it in nasty weather. We recommend taking about 6 hours to climb it. Factor that in, because getting down it in the dark will be nearly impossible, unless you’re some kind of mountain goat/owl crossover. Take water and some snack food with you. In short, don’t be the person that regrets not learning what “mountain rescue” is in Japanese.

Bike ride around the lake: choose bike, sit so that the lake is on your right, pedal.  Keep riding for 50kms with lake on your right.  Any forks in the road you encounter, pick the right one. Before one of the tunnels, there is a side road that is usually closed to cars.  Go down that road because it's very pretty and I don't know where you end up if you go straight.   The road eventually brings you to a T-junction with the main road, turn right and head up the hill back towards camp.  The route is fairly hilly at the beginning, but shouldn't take more than 3hrs.
Goshiki-numa: Volcanic activity around Bandai over the years disgorged diverse mixtures of minerals throughout the area. These minerals reveal their presence in 5 volcanic lakes, referred to as Goshiki-numa (or “5-colored lakes”). Depending on the content of the mineral mixtures contained within, each lake has a unique tint, ranging from reddish green to cobalt blue. A 3.6 km path affords visitors a view of all 5 lakes, and is accessible by bicycle or foot from the campsite.
Lake Hibara: This is the lake next to which we will stay. It’s big, deep, and exceedingly pleasant. You can kayak and boat and bike around, even claim an island and make it your own for the day. If you bike around though, keep in mind, it is 50 km around. Real psychopaths have been known to run around it. Totally safe for swimmers.
Morohashi Museum of Modern Art: Established in 1999, the Morohashi Museum contains 394 works of art, 332 of them original pieces from Salvador Dali. The Museum is open from 9:30 until 5:00 (last entrance at 4:30 and costs 950 yen for admission. To get to the Museum, 1) cross the lake, 2) Turn north on route 459 (left if facing away from the campsite / Gold House Meguro), 3) Go 2-2.5 km along this road (past some hotels), and the museum should be on your left, 4) Enter the museum and enjoy art.
Foodstuffs: Lunch is not provided at the campsite, so you’ll have to fend for yourselves! There are a number of restaurants and one conbini along route 459, so take a walk and find yourself some eats (or stock up at the conbini). We recommend bringing snacks and stuff for yourself.
